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VDA member satisfied with BRAC closure criteria
2/13/04

Staff and wire reports

WASHINGTON - The Pentagon on Thursday published final criteria for closing military bases identical to an earlier
version, leading congressional Democrats to complain local officials' suggestions were ignored.

The criteria give priority to "military value," including operational readiness and condition of facilities. Secondary
consideration goes to the impact on local communities and the environment.

"What I'm disappointed in is that the final criteria is exactly what the proposed criteria was," Rep. Sam Farr, told
Defense Department officials at a hearing of the House Appropriations subcommittee on military construction.

"The criteria are so broad they could suit any DOD desired outcome," said Farr. D-Calif.
Mike Cooper, a member of Vance Development Authority and co-chairman of the Governor's Base Closure Task
Force, said the fact there were no big changes in the criteria works to the advantage of Enid officials trying to

preserve Vance Air Force Base.

"It kind of makes us feel good," Cooper said. "It would have been hard on communities if you suddenly changed
the criteria or added new criteria."

Efforts to preserve Vance have focused on enhancing the base's military value, Cooper said.

"We didn't have a problem with any of the criteria," he said. "From our aspect, it's good to know there were not
any hard, drastic changes.

"We have a plan. We are sticking to it."

California's senators, 50 of its House members and Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger wrote letters suggesting changes
to the criteria. None was included.

Similar letters came from officials around the country as states, including Oklahoma, try to protect their bases in
the next round of closures, set for 2005.

Oklahoma's other military installations are Tinker Air Force Base in the Oklahoma City area; Fort Sill Army post in
Lawton; McAlester Army Ammunition Plant; and Altus Air Force Base.

Rep. Sanford Bishop, D-Ga., questioned "the initial criteria being accepted in the end, as if there were no
comments" and asked whether that indicated decisions on which bases to close "have already been made."

Raymond DuBois, deputy un-dersecretary of defense for installations and environment, denied that.
"There is no list. All installations are going to be evaluated equally and fairly," DuBois told the subcommittee.

He said defense officials carefully considered the more than 200 letters from lawmakers and others re-ceived after
publication of the draft version in December.

Military officials have said there is no target number of bases to close. There are ap-proximately 425 major military
in-stallations nationwide. Defense Sec-retary Donald Rumsfeld said he believes the military has about 20 percent to
25 percent excess capacity at its bases.

The eight criteria published Thursday, with priority going to the first four, are:

Current and future mission capabilities and impact on operational readiness.

Availability and condition of land, facilities and airspace.
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Ability to accommodate contingency, mobilization and future force requirements.

Cost of operations and the manpower implications.

Potential costs and savings from closing the base.

Economic impact on nearby communities.

Ability of existing and potential receiving communities to support forces and missions.

Environmental impact.

Congress has until March 15 to reject the criteria; otherwise they take effect. The defense secretary must
recommend bases to be closed in May 2005. A base closure commission and the president must approve the

recommendations.

In four earlier rounds of base closures, from 1988 to 1995, 387 major and minor bases were closed or realigned,
saving about $17 billion through 2001 and $7 billion per year after that, DuBois said.
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SAFB investigation to begin Monday

Officials will work with First Step in probe

By Tara CoppScripps Howard News Service
February 14, 2004

WASHINGTON - The Air Command that oversees Sheppard Air Force Base will send a team of 15
investigators to Wichita Falls to look into allegations of sexual assault that surfaced this week.

Air Education and Training Commander Gen. Don Cook made the decision to
send the group, which will include representatives from AETC's logistical,
operations, medical and judge advocate units.

The team will mostly concentrate on on-base activities, but will also work with
First Step Inc., the sexual assault crisis center where allegations surfaced of
more than two dozen rapes involving Sheppard students between June 2002 and
June 2003.

"The Air Force abhors sexual assaults of any kind, and we have, and will
continue to do everything we possibly can to prevent it," Cook said.

The group will arrive Feb. 16 and examine the sexual assault prevention
programs in place at Sheppard to "assess the climate and examine the
effectiveness of all plans, programs policies and procedures in place at Sheppard
to prevent sexual assault," AETC said in a release Friday.

The group will also look at what sort of actions are taken after an assault is
reported, and will look into previously reported assaults to see how Sheppard
handled them, Cook said.

"If - despite our best efforts - prevention fails, we must have a system that
provides the basis for a swift and compassionate response to aid victims and
punish perpetrators," Cook said.

The week-long stay is called a procedural review. The team will also hold focus
groups with Sheppard students to talk about the effectiveness of sexual assault
prevention and reporting programs on campus.
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Because First Step does not release the names of victims, it is unlikely the team
will meet with any of the Sheppard students who have gone there for help, AETC
spokesman Dave Smith said. However, if in the focus groups or during the week
"folks identify themselves as victims, then we will immediately put them in the
process to help them, aid them, take their statements and see where we need to
go from there," Smith said.

The team is expected to stay in Wichita Falls through Feb. 21, but will stay longer
if needed, he said.

Each Monday, when another 250 new students arrive at Sheppard, they begin a
three-day introduction to the base, and part of that includes briefings on sexual
assault, said spokesman Maj. Manning Brown.

Those briefings take place in the theater auditorium, where all of the students
role-play different scenarios and are prompted to answer questions about sexual
assault and violence in the workplace, said group discussion leader Capt.
Carolyn Zablonski, a Sheppard family advocacy officer.

"We role-play different scenarios with males and females, like 'this is a person
who is threatening you or harassing you,' and getting them to decide what you
say, who do you tell, what do you do in this situation," Zablonski said.

The men and women go through the education together, and although most do
not ask questions during the briefings, Zablonski said, each time a handful do
speak out, sometimes about past experiences, she said.

"Some of them actually recount personal experiences, or they'll talk about a
friend that had something happen. Even the non-verbal communication we can
pick up on."

The students are given information on places they can turn for help, including the
clinic, chaplains, security forces and life skills, a mental health clinic.

Business cards with numbers for help are also distributed in the female
restrooms, so if an attack occurs, a "student can access information for help in
the privacy of a restroom stall," said Jeff Pixler, manager of family outreach.
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The sexual assault awareness training continues throughout their time at
Sheppard, Pixler said. Each week finishes with groups of the students meeting
with their trainers, and awareness is readdressed, he said.

The base did not make any changes to its sexual assault awareness education
following the recent scandals at the Air Force Academy. It has always had a zero
tolerance policy, Brown said. He could not comment on the recent reports of
rapes at Sheppard, but said that "the safety and well being of the people at
Sheppard is a priority
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S.A. team to look at Sheppard AFB

By Sig Christenson
San Antonio Express-News

Web Posted : 02/14/2004 12:00 AM

The Air Force said Friday a San Antonio-based investigative team will go to Sheppard AFB in Wichita
Falls to review reports of a rash of sexual assaults there over the past year and make recommendations
for any necessary changes.

The team will interview commanders, instructors and students at the training base, and meet with staff at
First Step Inc., a Wichita Falls rape crisis center that initially reported the incidents.

The group will spend next week at Sheppard with the goal of learning more about how base officials have
managed the problem. The investigators also will review previous assaults to determine if proper actions
were taken.

"The Air Force abhors sexual assaults of any kind. And we have, and will continue to do, everything we
possibly can to prevent it," said Gen. Don Cook, head of the Air Education and Training Command at
Randolph AFB.

Cook's decision was spurred by a Denver Post story that reported two dozen women at Sheppard had
claimed to have been sexually assaulted by fellow airmen during the past year.

The newspaper said most of the women contacted First Step, rather than the Air Force, because they
feared retaliation.

An Air Force official familiar with the case said the victims said they were assaulted at weekend off-base
parties held at hotels in Wichita Falls.

The allegations are the latest in a series of reported instances of sexual misconduct at military
installations in the United States, Iraq, Kuwait and Afghanistan.

An investigation is under way into 56 reported sexual assaults at the Air Force Academy since 1993.

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld has ordered a probe after dozens of women claimed to have been
victimized by sexual misconduct while serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Noting those ongoing investigations, Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas, this week asked for a Defense
Department Inspector General's probe into the allegations at Sheppard.

In a letter Wednesday to Air Force Secretary James Roche, Hutchison said, "The situation at Sheppard
could rival that of the Air Force Academy." Hutchison also said "the number of incidents and the duration
over which they occurred are unacceptable.”
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Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, discussed the matter with Cook on the same day Hutchison sent her letter.

Cornyn serves on the Senate Armed Services Committee and supports calls for it to conduct hearings on
sexual assaults at Sheppard and elsewhere, said his spokesman, Don Stewart.

AETC spokesman Dave Smith said the command doesn't know how many women have been victimized
at Sheppard or how long the problem has existed.

First Step did not return repeated phone calls. But Monna Kline, First Step's interim executive director,
told the Associated Press that the center doesn't report any rape to the base without the victim's
permission, and that many have not wanted the Air Force to know of the incidents. It has provided
statistics to the base.

The 15-member sexual assault task force, to be led by a female colonel who is awaiting promotion to
brigadier general, will assess the climate at Sheppard.

It also will examine the effectiveness of its programs, polices and procedures, and ensure that the base
has established a dialogue with First Step.

Cook said if the Air Force's prevention programs can't stop the problem, "we must have a system that
provides the basis for a swift and compassionate response to aid victims and punish perpetrators.”

The latest allegations, coupled with a string of scandals over the years, hint at a larger problem within the
increasingly gender-integrated military, said Michael O'Hanlon, a Brookings Institution expert on the
armed forces.

He suspects the very culture of the armed forces is part of the reason for continued reports of sexual
misconduct.

"I'm not trying to say there is this problem. I'm saying I'm worried there might be," O'Hanlon said.

He added that anecdotal accounts suggest that perpetrators "seem to be able to retreat behind the
institution in one way or another."

"And | admit if | were in command at one of these places, it would be an awfully hard problem to solve."
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Mag focuses on military history

By David Uhler
San Antonio Express-News

Web Posted : 02/15/2004 12:00 AM

With a name like Armchair General, a new magazine that showcases military history would seem to have
a ready-made audience in San Antonio with its thousands of active duty, reserve, retired and veteran
military personnel.

But can Armchair General pass inspection from a real general? Or will it get busted back to buck private?

William McBride, a retired four-star general and a former vice chief of staff of the U.S. Air Force, gives
Armchair General a mixed review.

The 81-year-old McBride, who lives in San Antonio, says the magazine has "some good subjects and
articles," but the stories lack footnotes and much of the other attribution that he's used to seeing in more
scholarly military history journals.

On the other hand, from the perspective of a man who served as the lead navigator for a 54-plane
formation of B-26 bombers on D-Day during World War Il, the colorful charts and maps in the graphics-
intensive magazine may make it worth its $5.95 cover price.

"These charts and maps are a big, big plus," McBride says, pointing to the graphics related to an
Armchair General piece on Normandy titled, "Walk Where They Fought." The article offers a suggested
walking route and points out Allied and German positions and key sites in the historic battle.

"Nobody does this," McBride says. "Even in some of the best books written, you can't find an appropriate
chart to see what the hell they're talking about."

Armchair General, a bimonthly publication that hit newsstands Feb. 3 following a 105,000-copy press run,
is the brainchild of Eric Weider, the nephew of legendary bodybuilder and fithess magazine publisher Joe
Weider.

Eric Weider worked in the family's fithess publication business for 15 years until its sale to American
Media in January 2003. The family retains a minority interest, but Weider was ready for a new challenge.
He decided to transform his lifelong interest in history into a magazine that "people can relate to."

"History is usually presented as very passive names, dates and places," the 40-year-old publisher says.
"People forget that history is about people and people are interested in people.

"The best-selling magazine in the world is People. | guarantee you George Patton is a much more
interesting person than Brad Pitt in terms of a fantastic story about what one person went through."

Patton's picture takes up most of the cover of the premiere issue of Armchair General. Inside, the
magazine's lengthy profile of the World War || commander asks whether Patton was the "Best General of
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All Time?" Readers can go to the magazine's Web site at www.armchair general.com and log into a
user's forum to discuss the "best general" question and other topics.

Weider says the Web site and the magazine's mandate to tell stories that are "historically credible, but
also engaging and entertaining" will make Armchair General different from more traditional military history
magazines. The first issue, for instance, offers readers articles on video games and paintball, along with
the chance to assume the role of commander in three separate simulations: a Sherman tank on Omaha
Beach, a Panzer tank in Africa and the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia at Gettysburg.

Weider admits some of the authors who have written pieces for the magazine have had to adjust their
styles to create the livelier —— and somewhat historically looser —— articles needed for the new
magazine. Nevertheless, he thinks both real historians and casual readers (not to mention actual
generals) will find something to like in Armchair General.

"Part of the perception problem about history, because it's usually presented in such an old-fashioned
way, is that it's for old people, retired guys in recliners," Weider says. "My gut told me that people who are
interested in history, and military history specifically, probably develop that interest as a teenager."

Just to be sure, Weider backed up his hunch with a year's worth of product development and a survey by
a research company before launching Armchair General.

"Potentially," Weider says, "my audience is as young as 16 and as old as anyone who can still read."
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Pentagon's base-closing timeline

February 13, 2004

Base closing timeline

- Monday: Final base selection criteria must be released by the Pentagon.
- February: Plan and infrastructure inventory due to Congress.

- March 15: Congress must approve/disapprove the selection criteria.

- April: Comptroller general evaluation of the plan.

- April 2004-February 2005: Revisions to the plan are made, must be submitted in time for the fiscal year
2006 budget.

- March 15, 2005: President must give the Senate his nominations for the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission.

- May 16, 2005: Defense secretary makes recommendations on what bases to close or realign.

- July 1, 2005: Government Accounting Office reviews defense secretary's base closing
recommendations.

- Sept. 8, 2005: Commission makes its recommendations for closing.

- Sept. 23, 2005: President must approve or disapprove commission's recommendations. If the president
approves the recommendations, they will become law after 45 days unless Congress enacts a joint
resolution to disapprove them.

- Oct. 20, 2005: If the president disapproves the recommendations, the commission has until this date to
revise its recommendations.

- Nov. 7, 2005: President's approval or disapproval of the revised recommendations.
- April 15, 2006: Commission ends.

On the Net: Base Realignment and Closure site: www.defenselink.mil/brac
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Lackland airman's wife faces murder-for-hire rap

By Mary Moreno
San Antonio Express-News

Web Posted : 02/15/2004 12:00 AM

A 22-year-old woman was in jail Valentine's Day, accused of trying to hire someone to kill her estranged
husband for insurance money.

Clairese Marie Sickles was charged with conspiracy to commit capital murder Friday. She was released
Saturday afternoon after posting $50,000 bond.

Sickles is accused of offering a police informant $50,000 to make "her husband disappear," according to
an arrest affidavit.

Her husband, Daniel M. Sickles, who turned 24 on Valentine's Day, is assigned to Lackland AFB and
couldn't be reached for comment.

The informant initially contacted military investigators, saying a man had asked him to kill Daniel Sickles.
The man, who hasn't been charged, reportedly told the informant that Clairese Sickles would pay them
$50,000 each from insurance money.

The informant said he would need to speak to the woman "to verify that she was agreeing to the murder
of her husband," according to the affidavit.

Later that day, the informant had three phone conversations that were recorded by police. In the calls, a
voice police identified as Clairese Sickles' tells the informant she didn't want her husband killed in front of
their son, but that she didn't care if the killer used a gun or a knife, the affidavit states.
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Council approves
LAFB water cotract

EAREN GLEASO Garza then suggested the [nterim City Attorney

STAFF WRITER " city submit a coniract ending  James Bayne Jr. told the
S o Sept. 30, 2005 "and see council it was his under-
City councll Tuesday night — grhat their nse 8. standing that the base has

unanimously approved a
contract setting the water
rate for Laughlin Alr Force
Hase at 51,89 per 1,000 gal-
lona, but not until several
counctl members aired con-
cermnes aboul the length of the
contract.

“I'm ot comfortable with
2005 because of the mﬂ%f
(Base Realignment and Clo-
sure Commission), They (the
commisaion) are always look-
ing at what a community
offers a base.” Alcald sald.
She added that “in the event

always been open to dis-
cussing rate increases that
could be , *They're
always willing Lo listen,”
Baytie sakd.

Bayne added that Laughlin
i the late 19808 promised] (o
pay Its fair share ol any

Councllman Robert Garea o o budget crunch™ or simi-  improvements the clty
asked, "What was the ratio-  |ar emergency, she felt cer- o make to ik waler
nale of obligating the city 0 pain the city could approach  system. “They've always been

[this ratel undl 20087

City Manager Rafael
Castillo Jr. said the contract
could be renegotiated every
July.

: "ll'lll-ﬂs coniract kocks us in,”
Oarza countered, and asked
if the city “wouldn't feel noone
comfortable” with a contract

e 2005 ar 2006,
2008 1s what Laughlin
asked for.” Mayor Dora G.
Abcald sald.

the base and negotiate an
merease in the rate,

“This i3 what they want,
and [ would want us to

respond accordingly,” Alcald
said

The mayor sabd a state del-
egation working to keep
Texas hases open
next year's feared round of
possible base chsures would
be visiting Laughlin next
week,

amicable to negotiations I
we oould show them wiy,”
Bayne said,

Garza (hen pointed out
that the base until recently
paid 10 eents per kgal for
Dl Rio water.

That rate was raised to
81.46 per 1,000 gallons
under Castillo.

Carza asked how long the

See LAFE, P 3A
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contract for the 10-cents-
per-kgal waler rate had been.
*T don't think it was a long-
term contract like this one,”
Bayne said.

“No one can dispute the
importance Laughlin has;
that's a given,” Garza said,
“The only thing is If some-
thing happens between now
and 2008 that substantially
affects the coat of water, we're

the burden of paying
that te the rest of the users in
the community.”

Garza also potnbed cut that
the base had originally asked
the city to reserve five milllon
gallons per day for Laughlin
use when the city built its
new waber treatment plant,
and that the clty had then
planned, designed and built
the water treatment plant to
actommodate the request,

Councilweman Pat Cole
added her concerns to
Garsa's, “It concerns me that
we're pasaing a resolution for
$1.88 and at the same time
weTe saying we intend to go
bhack and ask for more. If we
pass this resolution, we need
to be prepared to live with it
extremely
unforeseen and major hap-

*Even if the unforeseen
happens, we have no con-
tractual rght to go back, so
we need to be able to answer
the question why water rates
are going up and this major
user's rates are mol goirgg up,”
Garza sakl

Alcali said most commur-
ties weould jump at the oppor-
tunity te have a military

installation nearby and
repeated her beltef that *“if
lin co be counted on to
help pay the cost.

Garza also wanted to know
hevwr mviech In anticipated rev-
enues the city had to do with-
out, aince 2002-2003 esti-
mated income to the clty's
waber department had been
thed to & Laughlin water rate
of $2.4% per kgal.

Castillo replied the city last
vear wrote off 150,000 in
projected revenue because of
the change in water rates, a
figure Garza multiplied by s
to come up with a “loss® of

S900,000 over the remaimder
of the life of the contract.

“That's way ahead of what
wiz waed to get,” noted Coun-
cilman Rudy Chapa. 1 think
it's fair.”

Ciode aald she beleved that if
council approved the Laughlin
rate 2008, but made
public its inlent to aeek a
higher rate later this year,
“we're gending a mixed mes-
sage.”

Garza again mentioned the
fact that the city had orig-
nally planned its new waler
treatment plant to accommo-
date Laughlin's request for
five millionis gallons per day.

City Engineer Alcjandro Gar-
cia noted that had
heen the base's original
request, they had later
changed thal requested
reserve to two million gallons

a day.

Coumilman Claudlo Sotelo
sadel, “I think it's a small price
to pay for the benefits we

i reap.”

1 personally prefer, that if
we approve the 81,89, we not
go back and ask for another
penny untll 2008, Cole sald.

The council then unani-
mously approved the resolua-
tion authorizing the clty man-
ager o execute the contract.
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Defense Department releases
base closing criteria

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Department
Dreferese has drafted its final criteria l‘c-rm:uf
o military nstallationa for clo-
sure in 2005,

The criteria were to be published in the
Federal Register mmmﬁy. Texas baw-
mkers who got an early peek said the ori-
teria appear to be from draft eri-
terla proposed by the Defense Department.

Don Stewart, a spokesman for Sen, Jahn
Cornym, R-Texas, said the criteria are wril-
ten broadly to ensure that if the process s
fair, Texas should do well Cormym and Texas
Gov. Rick Perry had not suggesied any
changes to the criteria,

Rep. Chet Edwards, D-Waco, said he
:'"mﬂr?aqumﬁn a DOD official about the

teria in & Thursday h He gakd Fort
Hood would do well when evaluated under
the criteria.

Texas has 17 major military installations
with an economic benefit believed to be
about £43 billion a year. The sector emplays

about 232,000 uniformed personnel and
civillana, aceording to state officials.

The DOD informed Congress of the fAnal
criteria in a letter from Deputy Defense Sec-
retary Paul Wollowitz to Rep. Don Youmg,
House Appropriations Committes chairmean,

In the letier, the DOD said that in
Priority to military value of instalations it wil
consider:

-Exmunandhmnzmlsab;umpﬁblﬂjﬁ
and the impact of a closure o1 operation:l
readiness for all military forces.
uﬁ;ﬂaﬂﬂﬂyuﬂ condition of land, Geil-

associated alrspace at existing and
receiving locations, inchsding traming areass
for use by the military for homeland defense
training and other activities

* ability to accommodate contingency,
mobilization and future total force require-
ments — eosts

Under the “Other Conditions,”
the DOD listed timing of costs and savings,

See BRAC, P. 3A

economic impact to adjacent commu-
nites, ability of communities (o accom-
modate foroes and emvironmental impact.

Sen. Kay Balley Hutchison, R-Texas,
and other Texas congresabonal members
had asked for changes to the criteria.

Hutchison, who serves on the Senate
Appropriations subcommittee on mili-
tary conatruction, wanted 2005 Defense

Base Closure arwd Realignment Com-
mission to study overseas installations
and determine how eliminating U.S.
bases would affect homeland security.

Defense Donakd H, Rumsield
has said he believes the military has
about 20 percent to 25 percent excess
capacity at lts bases.

A law passed by Congress in 2003

registres the Pentagon Lo glve the base
closing commission a list of bases rec-
ommended for closure by May 2005,
The commission then picks the basea
to close and Congress may approve
reject the entire lst. .

Congressional members often fight
hard against closure of bases in their
districts.

Del Rio News Herald
PAGE: emailed
DATE: 17-Feb-04



\\-\

News Clips are compiled for the AETC Commander and staff by AETC/PA. Copyright restrictions apply.

‘0

—n
>~

/ AETC Bases News Clips

§ Sheppard AFB, TX

17-Feb-04

entered agreement

Base, center

Memorandum of understanding
signed Jan. 21 by both agencies

Andre Coo

Tirtwre Hecory News

Just weslke bofore o Desoer
Mgt meticle dopicted a “wave'
of  sexun] assanlts ot Shop-
pard Alr Foree Base, a Wichi-
ta Falls crigls conmer Wl an
tered] Into mgresmient with the
hase to provide services to do
oSt e abise victims

I o memorandum of un-
derstunillng shigmed Jod, 21,
First Stop Ine. and the bose
ngresd to inform thedr respern
tive cliants of services avall
akile throupgh sliher entlty

Thi #ereoment wis
prnnotIve measorne, el rea

b, salid ¥l Stop propgratn
tirector. Xofohitl Proit
Shoppard’s abllgation was
o provioe domesthe abuss vie
Hims with nformption dbom
First Step, including tele
plicne i Bt e niembers
el o genernl deseription of
thie sholtor und services it
prowides Firat - Stap agresd (o
dis the same for Shoppanl’s
sy I B it i Inns
apread 1o work with the other
o oross-traln staff members
Pyt said the temsian
(Jum of unddrstonding is o
pommon mgresment hetween
monprofit agenckes and obher
arsmpizatlons with shnllay

services First Step has st
lar agresments with Patsy's
Howse, o loeal orises center
T children who hoave been
sextimlly abosed, apd Mid-
western State Univeralty, she
spdi],

“Wie hod alrondy discassml
this because we needed =
memorandum of understand-
M Prill sald “1bw Jlist for
everybody's banefll, We didn't
waind to drop the ball ©

Mul. Maoping C. Brown,

divsetnr of communiéftlons
for  Sheppartd,  re-itecated
Thirsday that the Alr Force
Hoas ipero folormncs polley o-
wards soxunl assault.
" Brown referred o climate
aAssESEMENT eports a8 proof
thar vigtlms ot Sheppoord fisl
vomfortabile reporting sexual
nssilf orimes. The -annul
climats assessmont TeEpores
are dsed as  commander's
toils findd were not macde avall-
Al

Ui nasandl s (oo many”
Prowen sald, YThat goes with-
out saying”

Sennle Armet Foroes o
polbbiss Tearings will begln 1o
umn wools ogardliyg sexual
anseUilt nlleguticnk By service
e bers [ Tray and Kawall
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Official: Base
takes safety seriously

Sheppard carries zero-tolerance policy
on sexual assaults, harassment

Jessica Langdon

Thivisen Hescerd Mo b

N student sl v
Sheppard Ajr Farce Dase
without knowing Shopgard's
policles and feslings aboul
sexiinl assault That's he
message  spokesman  ©Maj,
Muonning Hrown  slressed
Thigrsday, adding that Brig
Gen. Arthur Roomey  wodlld
wll any dtudem the sume
thimg inoa hosart et

Students do gt that mes
sagn From Rodnoey himsel!, Hie
briefs hundreds of students
who me new 10 military ser.
vice, and (hey hear 0 more
than ones,

“T¢ noads t be reinforoeid.
Brown daall. “Thery's a 2em
tolernnes pollcy hore™

He stiwssed thmt polley hay
Bistn [ ploess for o losg thme
— o] was not n resill of &

Dempwr Post article thar re
ported “m wive of gexinl ns
aanlis" Trvolving S ppar'd.

“When siudents arrive
hire firom day one, I Is proe
videdd 10 them repesiedly
what 15 sppropridte Dol
inr™ Brown sail

He sabd ihey Jearn whnt
sexiinl assanit s, and the base
rakes sure atulenta oo
ownre of the resoproes than
are avadluble to them Those
resolrees Inélude seeiirity
lorees, chaplains, e skills
e i mental health clinic

Cards with phone numbiers
for bedp are also offered |n
WomEn's reatronmi, 40'a “slu
dent can mocess milormation
fiar help b Uhe priviey of & e
stroom stall,” lmily outreech
mapager Jol Fixler said.

Ariefings give made amd T
male students 4 chance to
poleplay and learers whail they

shodld do P they're threst
enell ar hoarassed, Sheppird
fumily officer Capt. Carolyn
Lablonak) siln

Brown siid Sheppad ad o
whaole tnkes salery seriously
and a0 o the people o the
Hisart of the baae,

“Gaen, Roonoy tikes o very
personnl merest (n the wal
fire amil wallbeing of svery
ane who comes on bass, par
Femlacly stuifepiy,” Brown
s,

He sabd part of Sheppard's
mission 1& (o offer o place for
mmmu ud.tvdhs i %

: ces e
“iprved m'ﬁ'ﬂ?ﬁmih aplety:
al wnd emotiondl healih o
mind

One of those places is the
Solid Rock Cald, which
apeied ks doors last yemr, tik-
iy the dden from n program
o & plece Sheppards chap,

ladns run b and 18 olfers “es-
sunl enviromment [or stu.
dimts and fhmliies o o ood
b themidves nnd Rong out,”
Brown sald. The acmnl buald
ing took tho ides from o pro
gram to a renl ploce, Brown
salll He sald thers was a
(remendois Inoreniss i s
ance the Tacllity was dedicat
ed.
Brown sald Sheppard nlso
alfors places Lle gyminmsl
ums and 1 bowling alley, de
stpgred for Gamilliss

“dust making sure the si
dents have (e tme to wind
down — bt do e ina pradue
thve wag™

Crifne  reporfer  Jessica
Langchon con be recichied af
(B4 TES.T530 or Iy emall ar
langdoniat) TimesRecord
Nelms.oom.
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Ex-counselor takes
issue with Post story

Grimsinger says quotes about Sheppard
taken out of context

‘mld. [ ] wiamw weshs Hatore Denver Posl

ﬂﬂ * -.ufuu' uﬂuudy mﬂ.m

erarce

ﬂﬂim'ﬂ Fliut El;fﬂ
Ina, ant # emoman duny
of upderstaniing

Lee B. Weaver

tlinves Returd Mews

A farmer Wichita Fulls orl:
sbs cotmsnlor elted bh o recent
enmesr Post
artitle  snld [S
Thursdony her |8
romarks were
taken out of
contex! ln the

Blory
The nrﬂt.le

al mtluﬂpmnd Grlmllnw
soxual assatlte at Sheppard
Air Force Base in the past
year going “largely unnp
tieed" — ran o Wednesday's
wilition of the Past 1t inelivl
ad gquotes by Laura Grim:
qlnger, oxeculive director of
Wirst Stap Wormen's Shaller
and Sexual Assaull Counsel
ing fromm ASHT o SO0
Grimsinger, who  how
wordis in the Electra school
syaten. was reachad by phiong
In Austin whiorn she was ol

story roke-

Pagn 104

W Feud vre Oamved Post &

sty aboul sexusl pesalilis
al Sheppatd Al Fore Hive
AL W st e st £om

tending an edueationsl con
[erence. SHe expressed sur
prize  upon  hearing  het
quitities rend baek 1o her

“0Oh, they made thai sownd
n lot more dramatic than |
moesnd F o bue, " sl sald

The Post swory gquotel
Grimslheger as belng critieal
ol SHeppardd’s reabbanl of
wo ] etissmiale wiptims nnd e
reluctance (0 Investanre sex
crimes “{Sheppant) sanis o
minimize sexunl assaull and
not address . They turn
thedr backs on them (victims),
andd (' devastating. The
irmining schools are the big
problom: These women are
way outside their home ale
maett] modd Move e support,”

irimsinger confirmed
lFli]l of thi passago biit not all
of It

"Part o 1 B scourate n
thot these are kids (st the

Please see
BASE on Page 10A
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BﬂSE continued from Page 1A

bmsw), and they are ol of
tholr home clement. This s
the first apportunity 1o have
this type of adindt freedom™
shs salel
Mt Grimsinger took 188U
with how her quotes were
tEed 10 the story which v
cosed Ginon tashoal Hoes i
two dozen” sexunl assaulis i
yolving base personngl frorm
Juiings 2002 s Junie 2000
"1 wits not invaolved with
First Step during that period
of Hime ™ ahe sald "1 did not
Speak 10 onything that Tas
happensd ginoo | leh.™
Grimsinger did scknow]
* el communboation and edu-
cution blems  betwean
She and First Step dur

I, et Lo tire

Thuring my rime thare. wy
had wvoery fow inbersetion
with Sheppand in reference 1o
soexiad] assaulig,” shie sl
“Part of thot is hecanse Firs!
Step wasn'l as  sggressive
bt st g our mess e el
s we conld Have baen. And
part of it s thay the milltary
rulticre doesn'l really encour-
e thd sart of Phing.

Vietims of smoal nesaolf
often refuse o press chirges
or eyen nm the  grime,
G ilimas et

“Omne reasen why Shepparrd
dlan't (address sexunl as
sqlds) wans Deciuss e vie

Hihe b putat et i
e irvolyed” ghe mm;

At want the vidlenee to

stop.”

ugwrr Hime, reintions he
tween First Step and Shep
gl Hiwe shepiygthened (o 1o
aiude more communicarion
boiween the pariies.

"Later, there were bmes
when we wore callsd on to
come out and help sand fimes
when stuilents were mandil-
el o conne Ly for eounsellng,”

Al saiil.

Sametimes though, the
huse's best Intentions wore
thnl'iﬂrml by Insensitlvity, she
aald.

“Thore wns one instance
thut thisy wire trylng to get a
vickin) o some T o oo
seling with uws But aof the
same time, they foreed her 1o
work In the same group on
betee e hor attacher” Grim-
slrgor salit. "She eventoally
st dreapped out™

Grimsinger sald she knew
of no tnstances of when the
tnse intentionally shirked its
dnty Tosum nssanll le-
flms or lovestlgate pex
erimes.

ST conmor tell you thot |
know of sexuul assaull cases
that wers covered up” she
i

Hue alye isn't sure the pub-
Iho wlways sees the whole

“pDo | think that cover-ups
still ok plaee? Sure | do Do |l
know Tor a fact? No®
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